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intended, and its employment is unattended with the risks
attaching to quicklime.
Lampblack is a common name for the more or less
carbonaceous material serving for the production of black
rubber goods. Blacks are sold under various names which
may, or may not, have anything to do with their origin.
Thus we have lampblack, vegetable black, gas black, etc.
This may be unsatisfactory from a scientific standpoint,
but, in the trade, blacks are purchased on their intrinsic
merits without any particular regard being paid to the name
they bear. At the present time light carbon black of good
covering capacity is obtainable at a much cheaper rate than
ten or fifteen years ago, being prepared by the imperfect
combustion of the natural gas exuding from the ground at
certain spots in the United States. If this source should
give out, a by no means improbable eventuality, we may
expect carbon blacks to revert to something like their former
price. Adulterated blacks are now rarely, if ever, met with,
the density, colouring power, and presence of oily con-
stituents being the main points which claim the buyer's
attention. Besides being put into the body of the rubber,
lampblack is used in making varnish for rubber boots and
shoes, black surface macintosh cloth, and other purposes.
In a general way the value of a black is directly in pro-
portion to its colouring power, though there are cases when
the presence of an inert mineral substance in a low quality
brand comes in useful as a filler. An objection, however, '
to the use of these common blacks is that the manufacturer
does not know exactly what he is using, a point on which
it is desirable that he should always possess complete
knowledge.